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she was drowning, but I could not move. Then I was terribly
frightened,.and began to cry because I had let her drown;
and I awoke crying/'
This dream helped her to raise to consciousness her buried
resentments at being forced into such an unnatural, precocious
existence. She realized her desire for normal companionship.
Little could be accomplished in the home; but a change of
surroundings, the understanding of her problem, and the
frank discussion helped her a good deal.
This case is very simple, but most typical. The parents'
r61e is again conspicuous. It is a typical case of a marriage
between a man obviously eaten up by business, and an
* ambitious woman who projects her own ambition into the
child. The child is obliged to be brilliant, in order to satisfy
her mother's ambition and to flatter her vanity. Such a
mother, as a rule, does not perceive the child's real character,
or her individual ways and needs. She embodies herself
in the child, swaying her with her accumulated will to power.
This kind of marriage is, of course, quite likely to support,
or to produce such psychic abnormalities as this child suffered
from. There seems to be a considerable distance between
husband and wife. A woman with such a masculine will-to-
power attitude most successfully crushes a man's real feelings;
a gulf opens up between her and her husband; and all she
gets from him is his money. He pays her, in order to keep
her in a fairly tolerable mood; and, naturally, her love
turns into ambition and will to power—that is, if, uncon-
sciously following the example of her own mother, she has
not made power her supreme value even in girlhood. As.
the sins of the fathers are visited upon the children, so such
attitudes often are handed down- for generations. The
children of such mothers have practically the value of puppe.ts,
which can be dressed up to play any rdle. They are nothing
but pieces on the chessboard of parental egotism and self-
centred blindness; and the maddening thing is, that all is
done under the cloak of unselfish devotion to the dear child,

